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As we close out another year of By Scripture Alone: Daily Bible Readings… 
 
I can tell you one thing: I am glad I waited until the end of the year to write the year-end summary. 
Anything written ahead of time would certainly not capture our experience. Most people will tell you 
that no one could have predicted the year we’ve had, and on many accounts, they’d be correct. The 
cover of Time magazine just proclaimed that 2020 has been the worst year ever, and I’m sure we could 
find a whole lot of people who agree.  
 
Even if we might say that 2020 has been the worst year that we can remember, I’d wager that the 
conditions of our lives now are better than Martin Luther ever dreamed of in his day. And while we 
would be quick to respond, “But…the pandemic,” Luther could counter with the plague he lived through. 
We’ve seen some riots and political unrest; Luther saw the peasants’ revolt and the princes’ response. 
We face the opposition of our society at times; Luther had a price on his head.  
 
I know this might come across as an odd statement, but I’ll say it anyway. 2020 has been the most 
Lutheran year we’ve ever had, because we can at least begin to understand some of the difficulties that 
he faced. And I pray that we’ve come to appreciate more than ever the importance of God’s Word in our 
homes.  
 
Remember, that’s why Luther wrote his catechisms: so people didn’t have to rely on the church in 
turmoil to learn and know the truths of God’s Word. In a year when churches, Bible studies, and schools 
were not allowed to meet, what a blessing to have such a resource where at least this mode of spiritual 
growth could go on uninterrupted. I hope you were able to complete it; if you did, you were able to take 
part in a doctrinal review that came at just the right time. If not, keep going; keep chipping away at it, 
because God’s Word is worth reviewing, whether we finish in a calendar year or not.  
 
Whether you finished the catechism or not, please consider yourself invited to join By Scripture Alone in 
2021. A new year brings a new opportunity with a new goal: read the whole Bible in a year. It’s a big 
task, but the volume of reading won’t be a problem if you remember the importance of keeping God’s 
Word in our daily lives. Blessings to you as we give thanks for another year of God’s grace, and look 
forward to God’s continued care in days ahead.  


